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Summary 

Production  of  eggs  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1951  was  estimated 
at  240  million  dozen  or  about  10  percent  over  the  previous  season  and  some 
further  increase  is  expected  during  1951-52,    Increased  domestic  demand  is 
expected  to  take  most  of  the  greater  production.    Poultry  marketings  in 
the  first  6  months  of  1951  are  estimated  slightly  in  excess  of  comparable 
1950  v/hile  turkey  rcecUptsare  smaller.    Prices  to  producers  for  eggs, 
poultry  and  turkeys  were  satisfactory  in  1950  and  hai^e  increased  more 
than  costs  thus  far  in  1951»    Because  of  the  strong  domestic  demand, 
exports  of  poultry  and  eggs  are  not  expected  to  be  any  larger  than  last 
year  and  several  markets,  such  as  Trinidad,  Curacao,  Berm.uda  and  Panama 
which  normally  purchase  .argentine  poultry  are  buying  from  the  United 
.States,    Turkey  exports  may  approximate  last  year's  totals.     Feed  supplies 
are  adequate  and  the  winter  is  unusually  warm. 


Production 


Egg  production  in  .Argentina  during  the  1950-51  laying  season  (August- 
July)  is  roughly  estimated  near  240  million  dozen,,  approximately  10  per- 
cent above  the  previous  year.    Increased  numbers  of  laying  hens,  sufficient 
feed  supplies,  and  good  prices  to  farmers  for  eggs,  gave  rise  to  a  general- 
ly large  output «    Favorable  fall  weather  encouraged  a  relatively  large  lay 
late  in  the  season,   'Fresh  eggs  entered  Buenos  Aires  and  other  central 
markets  during  March,  i'vpril,  and  flay  of  1951  in  larger  than  usual  quanti- 
ties. 


Prepared  in  the  Livestock  end  "fool  Division  and  based  on  information  from 
Charles  C,  YJilson,  ^sst,  iagricultural  . attache,  xjneri can  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires, 
.j?geatinae 
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Prospects  for  production  of  eggs  in  principal  producing  zones  during 
the  season  just  beginning  indicate  an  increase  over  1950-51  productiono 
The  past  season  xvas  encouraging  to  poultrymen.    Egg  prices  held  up 
strongly  through  most  of  last  year  and  were  generally  quite  sati sfactoryo 
Grain  crops  in  the  principal  egg  producing  regions  (Provinces  of  Buenos 
.'.ires  and  Entre  Rios)  have  resulted  in  adequate  feed  for  farm  flocks. 
Drought  conditions  in  Santa  Ee  and  Cordoba  have  been  somewhat  limiting 
late  in  the  season, 

.tlthough  little  is  knovm  of  the  size  of  the  national  flock  or  even 
of  the  number  of  birds  producing  eggs  in  the  area  which  supplies  the 
m-ajor  consuming  centers,  chicken  numbers  for  this  laying  season  are 
estimated  at  about  50  million  birds  of  which  37  million  are  thought  to 
bet;-  hens,-.     The  major  concerns  purchasing  eggs  and  poultry  have  almost 
no  idea  of  the  supply  of  poultry  or  eggs  which  X7ill  be  available  to 
them  in  a  production  seasoiia 

The  t'volve  small  commercial  hatcheries  in  the  country  have  contracted 
for  as  many  chicks  as  their  supplies  of  hatching  eggs  tvill  permit  and 
chicken  breeding  farm.s  have  sold  all  their  pullets  for  replacements  at 
good  prices. 

The  laying  season  begins  in  ..ugust  and  usually  is  at  the  peak  in 
October,    By  February  the  movement  of  eggs  out  of  storage  begins  to 
supplement  the  late  season  production.    Eggs  stored  during  the  flush 
season  are  usually  all  moved  out  by  July,     Shell  egg  exports  are  made 
mainly  during  jlugust  through  Decembere     Small  quantities  of  processed 
eggs,  made  from  lovjer  grade  shell  eggs,  are  exported  throughout  the 
season. 

The  average  annual  rate  of  lay  is  regarded  by  tradesm.en  as  medium 
to  I0VJ5  being  estimated  at  about  6,5  dozen  eggs  per  hen  annually.  The 
last  official  statistics  in  the  census  of  1937  reported  a  rate  of  52 
eggs  per  hen  annually.    Practically  every  farmer  still  hatches  out  his 
ovm  chicks  from  eggs  of  his  previous  year's  flock.    Hatching  eggs  arc 
not  selected  froiii  the  best  layers  as  the  hens  are  free  to  roam  the 
barnyard  and  nearby  fields.    Husbandry  practices  on  the  vjhole  arc  very  olem- 
ehtary  and  have  improved  little  in  the  last  8  years.    Grain  is  fed 
on  a  very  limited  basis,  usually  as  a  supplement  only  v;hen  other  feed 
is  limited.    Flocks  scavenge  im  grain  and  millet  stubble  and  have 
access  to  abundant  greed  feed.-, 

Peddlers  vjith  horse  and  cart  or  occasionally  with  a  truck,,  loaded 
with ■  household  vjares,  visit  e^ery  outlying  farm  to  bargain  for  or  buy 
eggs,  chickens,  calves,  etc.    Upon  returning  to  tovm  the  peddlers  sell 
to  a  buyer  who  transports  the  eggs  to  a  central  market  for  case  counting, 
candling  and  sale  to  Vviholesalers, 
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Con  sumption 

The  only  consuraption  data  available  in  x^rgontina '  arc  for  the  Federal 
District  of  Buenos  .liros  v.jhich  represents  alxiiost  1/5  of  the  total 
national  population,    .approximately  40  million  dozen  eggs  were  consumed 
in  the  district,  including  homes,  bakeries,  etc,  during  August-July 
1950-51o    This  equals  almost  13  dozen  eggs  per  person. 

Practically  all  eggs  entering  the  Eederal  District  are  recoiTed 
through  the  3uonos  Aires  Municipal  'fholcsr.le  Poultry  and  Egg  Market  and 
then  move  into  channels  for  current  consuraption  or  are  stored  for  later 
sale.  During  periods  of  scarcity,  storage  eggs  arc  shipped  to  the  city 
from  interior  storage  points.  Since  the  municipal  market  publishes  its 
daily  receipts  there  is  a  partial  record  of  the  movement  of  eggs  to 
this  market , 

Egg  Storage 

Stocks  of  storage  eggs  on  July  31,  1951  in  the  Federal  District  were 
reported  at  10,025  cases  and  there  were  estim.atod  to  be  20  to  25  thousand 
cases  more  in  storage  outside  the  district,    Frigorificos  (cold  storage 
firms)  try  to  market  storage  eggs  prior  to  July,  since  the  flush  pro- 
duction begins  again  in  .iUgust.    Egg  stocks  during  1950-51  wore  larger 
than  anticipated  and  the  movement  out  of  storage  \w.s  deferred  by  the 
strong  late  season  production.    Early  vjinter  vjholesolo  prices  for 
storage  eggs  were  belov;  expectations  and  out  of  storage  movement  light 
as  frigorificos  waited  for  a  rise  in  price.     Sizable  stocks  rem-einod 
until  late  in  the  season. 

The  heavy  exodus  tvoei  storage  in  June  and  July  depressed  prices  and 
large  stocks  viero  sold  at  a  loss  of  about  13  cents  per  dozen  on  eggs 
valued  at .approximately  47  cents  p^r  dozen,    Eggs  still  in  storage 
will  be  sold  in  the  next  vjeok  in  the  Buenos  /dres  shell  egg  market,  or 
will  be  dried  vvholc  with  the  hope  of  exporting  them  to  the  United 
Kingdom,    Either  market  will  still  result  in  a  loss  of  at  least  7  cents 
per  dozen.    In  fact,  storage  eggs  sold  at  any  time  during  the  last  months 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  the  frigorificos.     This  is  expect  to  discourage 
many  handlers,  particularly  since  the  new  season  is  extremely  uncertain. 

Storage  capacity  in  the  Federal  District  of  Buenos  Aires  is  estimated 
at  about  240,000  cases  which  indicates  all  facilities  were  in  use 
•during  the  peak  load  in  February,  making  it  necessary  to  use  storage 
facilities  in  the  rural  areas  to  a  greater  e?Aent,    Nearby  tovms  in  the 
province  of  Buenos  .^.ires  are  thought  to  have  additional  storage  space 
for  100,000  cases  and  in  the  provinces  of  Santa  FeJ  Cordoba,  and  Entre 
Rios  there  are  probably  facilities  for  another  100,000  cases. 

Egg  storage  facilities  in  operation  outside  Buenos  .dres  have 
increased  substantially  during  the  previous  five  years  as  profits  for 
this  service  prior  to  the  past  season  have  been  substantial,,    The  lack  of 
published  information  on  holdings  by  rural  frigorificos  contributed  to 
the  past  season's  losses. 
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Tho  folloYJing  tablo  indicates  the  seasonality  in  the  storage  activity 
of  Buenos  iUres  fricorificos  and  the  relatiY^.ly  slower  exodus  in  the 
1950-51  soc.son: 

Table  1.    Eggs  Stored  in  Federal  District  of  Buenos  ..ires  by  T'onthsl/ 


during  Jan- July.  1949  and  .^ug-July,  1949-50,  1950-51 


1949 

1950 

, od4 

(cases  j_2/^ 

6 

J  86  5 

oep  b  eiTiDor 

5o 

,716 

uco  0  Dur 

l/o,iOiO 

145 

,  689 

i\:ovein.Gor 

O  T  o  -  n  >t  Q 

217 

,  Sol 

UQ  CoITlDCr 

oo no/ 
225,794 

1950 

229 

,  110 

1951 

January 

185,176 

229,584 

238,630 

February 

175,995 

216,017 

236,845 

March 

138,366 

183,585 

203,545 

^^.pril 

61,095 

117,455 

155,173 

l^'Iay 

8,889 

50,066 

85,862 

Juno 

none 

7,275 

33,902 

July 

nono 

nono 

10,025 

1/  Report 

ed  on  last 

day  of  each,  rao 

.ith.     2/  Cases 

of  30 

dozen  cachB 

Egg  Exports 

Exportation  of  eggs  since  tho  first  of  the  year  has  been  very  sraall. 
Shipments  in  January  "wero  about  5,000  cases  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
600  cases  to  Panama,  ending  shell-egg  exports  for  the  1950-51  season. 
Small  quantities  of  dried  yolks  and  dried  albumen  vjere  shipped  out  in 
January  and  I'iarch  and  dried  whole  eggs  in  April* 

Exporters' begHito  pack  at  country  points  for  anticipated  foreign  sales 
the  first  days  of  .-.ugust,  in  hopes  of  a  50,000  case  export  quota  very 
soon.     Governm.ent  officials  have  reminded  tho  trade  that  adequate  stocks 
r.-.ust  predicate  the  granting  of  export  permits  for  shell  eggs.  The 
increased  demand  for  eggs  which  has  offset  m-Uch  of  the  seasonal  increase 
in  supply  is  dUo  to  a  shortage  of  meat  in  cities  for  vjhich  no  imm.ediato 
relief  is  indicated*    Thus  storage  for  foreign  salos  is  being  curtailed* 

I 

Much  further  delay  in  th^:.  announcement  of  export  permits  vjill  make 
it  difficult  to  make  significant  exports  again  this  yearo  S-jitzerland 
has  indicated  a  desire  to  make  purchases  at  profitable  prices  during 
October  and  ITovembef  but  no  later,  as  they  vjant  shipments  to  arrire 
during  December*     Tho  trade  has  been  informed  that  the  Unitv-d  Kingdof;: 
and  Belgium  are  also  interested  in  -j?gentina  eggs,    European  buyers  are 
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only  in  tho  .^rgontinG  market  up  to  the  ond  of  the  year,  after  which  time 
their  ovm  production  is  scasoually  increasing.    The  summer  production 
hero  is  also  not  satisfactory  for-  export,    ILast  year  European  buyers  were 
in  the' Argent ino  market  much  stronp.or  than  exports  indicate,  but  shippers 
could  not  obtain  permits  for  foreign  sale  until  tho  buyers  had  gone  home. 


Table  89    Eggs,  Shell  and  Processed;    Exports  by  Destinationt  Jan-Juno  1951 

Shell  •         Dried   ■ 


Yolk 


Albumen 


7Jhole 


(lbs.) 


Tcases^fiT"      { IbsTT 


January 

United  Kingdom 

Panaiiia 

Belgium 

.Sivitzerland 
February 
March 

Belgium 
April 

Bolgiumi 
May 

June   

Total 
T7    Cases  30  dozen. 


4,720 

600 


5,320 


3,960 

2,640 


5,280 


11,880 


Tibs^r 


2,640 
2,640 


2,530 


7,810 


8,800 


8,800 


Trade  forecasts  of  exports  for  1951-52,  a  month  ago,  were  200,000 
cases  but  now  have  boon  reduced  to  100,000  cases.    No  imports  of  eggs 
wore  necessary  in  1950  nor  xvill  be  made  in  1951  as  the  remaining  months 
of  this  year  bring  on  the  flush  production. 


Egg  Prices 


Egg  prices  to  producers  v;ere  quite  profitable  throughout  the  1950-51 
seasong    Many  frigorificos  lost  money,  hovjcvcr,  in  storing  eggs  from  tho 
flush  production  for  later  sale^    Retail  prices  ranged  from  24  cents  to 
53  cents  per  dozen  depending  on  the  grade  and  month  of  tho  year,  during 
January- July  1951© 

Maximuii-s  prices  set  by  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce,  approxi- 
mating the  effective  prices,  are  established  weekly  for  the  three  grades:' 
storage,  common,  and  selected.    The  storage  and  comraon  eggs  ar6  not 
graded  for  quality,  size  and  cleanliness,  but  are  case  counted,  eliminat- 
ing rots,  spots  and  leakers.     Selected  eggs  are  receiv-od  from  chicken 
farm.s  fresh  and  clean  and  are  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  total 
recciptSo 


Table  3,    Egg  Pri(?e:    1'Ionthly  average,  xveokly  itiaximujn  retail  prices  set 


by  Ministry  of  iHdustry  -uid  Gomncrce,  and  Average  wholesale 
prices  Biieiios  ^ires  Mianicipal  Poultry  and  Egg  Market,  Jan- 
July,  1951,,  '  


Maxir.iun  Retail 

Prices 

Average  'Wholesale 

Months 

Storage 

Fresh 

Selected 

Prices 

1 

fcents  per  dosen) 

Jan. 

37„32 

39^99 

43„99  . 

35<,99 

Febo 

37^32 

41c32 

44^39 

38  a  92 

Mar , 

45,32 

45.32 

47,>99 

43,59 

April 

49*32 

49,32 

,  51  ..,99  . 

45.32 

May 

50,65 

50  ,.6  5 

53«32 

45,32 

June 

39,99 

43.99 

46^65 

42  c  52 

July 

26.56 

33633 

35,99 

32o93 

Wholesale  prices  have  been  rumiing  about  4  cents  per  dozen  under 
retail  values  this  year  although  late  in  the  season  egg  dealers  sold 
storage  eggs  for  vjholesale  prices  at  13  cents  or  nore  per  dozen  under 
retail  values.    Farm  prices  iii  the  producing  areas  vary  in  accordance 
with  distances  froR  the  Buenos  Aires  market  and  usually  range  from  1  ' 
to  4  cents  per  dozen  under  the  Buenos  ^dres  wholesale  price,  Hovjever, 
during  the  export  packing  season  (August-September)  it  is  not  unusual  for 
exporters  to  pay  at  country  points  the' Buenos  Aires  vjholc sale  price 
without  any  deductions  for  weight  loss,  handling  charges,  etCo  Prices 
for  eggs  exported  in  the  next  few  months  are  expected  to  be  around 
splV.SO  per  case  of  30  dozen,  f  .o.b,  Buenos  Aires* 

The  maximum  prices  are  set  only  for  Greater  Buenos  Aires  v/hich 
affects  about  1/4  of  Argentina's  population.    There  arc  no  export  price 
controls  for  eggs.    The  present  exchange  rate  for  eggs  is  750  pesos  per 
100  U,  S,  dollars^ 

Poultry 

The  number  of  chickens  marketed  in  the  first  half  of  1951  is 
estimated  as  somewhat  larger  than  for  the  first  6  months  of  last  year,  as 
the  incruase  in  number  killed  by  frigorificos  has  a  little  more  than 
offset  the  significant  decrease  in  deliveries  of  live  poultry  to 
Buenos  Aires,    Current  marketings  of  poultry  is  increasing  further  in 
response  to  the  present  shortage  of  rod  meat,. 

Chickens  killed  during  February-July  1951  by  freezing,  plants  are 
estimated  near  3  million,  while  last  year's  comparable  total  was  about 
2  million  birds.    These  represent  only  a  small  part  of  those  sold  for 
m.eat  since  most  of  the  poultry  is  marketed  alive  a    All  esports  cor.e 
from  birds  killed  at  freezing  plants. 
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Table  4.    Egg,  Poultry  and  Turkey  Receipts  at  Buenos  Aires  Municipal 

Poultry  and  Egg  llarket ,  Monthly,  January-June  1951,  vjith 
 Comparison  same  period  1950 ♦  


1951 

■Chi  eke  as 

Hens 

Turkeys 

Eggs 

Month 

Common 

Selected 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

(doze 

ns )  ■ 

Jan, 

372,560 

662,837 

159,875 

56,025 

3,858,720 

73,080 

Fob. 

1,127,075 

1,043,644 

131,313 

81; 613 

2,603,010 

51,930 

Mar, 

1,721,656 

906,737 

290,225 

165,400 

1,907,220 

58,950 

Apr, 

2,224,728 

829,721 

783,400 

323,838 

1,338,780 

64,950 

May 

2,494,444 

1,004,787 

1 

,426,638 

463,975 

895,950 

47,730' 

Juno 

2,366,460 

l.a64,409 

1 

,433,038 

' 402 , 800 

-961,110 

33; 240 

Total 

10,306,923 

5,612,135 

4 

,224,489 

1 

,493,651 

11,564,790 

329,880 

1950 

• 

- 

Jan 

'955,736 

1,073,873 

125,600 

42,138 

3,592,680 

70,220 

Feb. 

1,074,533 

■998,830 

58,338 

43; 700 

1,912,230 

.54,780 

Mar . 

2,115,881 

1,002,752 

■293,113 

178,188 

,2,035,260 

"56,880 

Apr, 

2,234,780 

878,765 

1 

,001,550 

474,538 

884^110 

31,860 

llay 

2,156,839 

-918,059 

2 

,178,013 

815,588 

331,260 

21,810 

June 

2,012,769 

1,157,439 

3 

,391»088 

1 

,138.125 

-415,440 

24; 180 

Total 

10,560,538 

6,039,713 

7 

,047,702 

2 

,692,277 

9,170,980 

259,730 

Source :  T:.-'ade 


All  live  poultry  entering  the  Federal  Capital  must  be  handled  through 
the  Municipal  Market.    Frozen  poultry  is  moved  in  Buenos  Aires  in  large 
quantities  only  during  September  through  December  when  there  is  a  rela- 
tive drop  in  the  market  receipts  of  live  birds.    Only  poultry  killed 
under  the  National  Government  Veterinarian  Inspection  can  be  moved  from 
rural  packing  houses  to  Buenos  Aires  market.    This  inspection  is  for 
both  disease  and  sanitation  and  is  said  to  be  somewhat  comparable  to 
that  in  the  United  States,    However,  there  is  no  government  grading 
system  so  each  firm  grades  its  own  poultry.    The  ^'irgentine  grades  are 
not  consistent  throughout  the  industry  and  there  is  no  coordination 
between  companies  in  this  respect.    The  birds  are  of  fair  quality  but 
not  graded  to  United  States  standards  on  bruises,  pin  feathers,  and  , 
fleshiness.    The  grading  tolerance  allowed  is  reportedly  15  percent  by 
the  best  companies. 

Poultry  Exports 

Poultry  exports  from  January  through  July  1951  were  104,500  pounds, 
chickens  and  hens,  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  April  and  14,000  pounds  of 
chickens  to  Curacao  in  July,    The  prospects  for  exports  of  chickens  and 
fowl  in  coming  months  are  very  limited.    High  prices  paid  for  birds 
during  the  pack  now  about  completed  will  place  Argentine  f ,o,b,  packed 
costs  considerably  in  excess  of  world  market  values.    Several  markets 
which  normally  purchase  Argentine  birds,  such  as  Trinidad,  Curacao, 
Bermuda,  and  Panama,  are  buying  their  requirements  from  the  United 
States, 
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Foultry  Fricos  -       '  " 

Poultry  retail  prices  normally  fluctuate  considerably  in  accprdaneo 
with  the  season  reflecting  abundance  and  scarcity,  of  supply,  Maxinuju 
retail  prices  on  fresh  poultry  are 'being  set  weekly  by  the  Ministry  of  ■ 
Industry  and  Coiniiierco  for  the  Buenos  .-aires  market.     Last  xvcek  the  price 
vjas  4-8  cents  per  pound,  "ITex7  York  dressed"  while  51  cents*  per  pound  h'as 
been. the  highest  weekly  price  thus  far  in  1951,    These  prices  .are  for' 
freshly  dressed  and  chilled  poultry  and  are  standard  for  all  types  as' 
no  .quality  differentials  are  made,    .^.t  present  there  is  no  maximum 
price  for  frozen  poultry  but  the  trade  expects  this  regulation  will  be 
f orthco.!aing  in  the  next  few,  months  vjhen  storage  poultry  start -to  move 
in  qua.ntity,    T'.^aximum  poultry  prices  are  effect Itc  only  in'  Greater 
Buenos  /dres,   ■-  '    ■  •■. 

Prices  paid  by  poultry  packers  for  chickens  delivered  at  dressing 
plants  in  the  interior  ha^^  ranged  from  27  to  33  cents  per  pound  live 
XTOight,    FovjI  (hens)  prices  have  been  from  21  to  27.  cents  per  ^pound  in  ' 
the  packing  season.    The  average  producer  sold  poultry  to  middlemen  at 
about  2  cents  per  poiind  less  than  the  previously  quoted -plant  delivery 
prices.    The  flush  poultry  marketing  season  is  from  February  through 
July  T,jith  peak  movements  in  March,  .^pril,  and  llay. 

There  are  no  definite  minim.ur.i 'f  .o,b,  export  prices  for  poultry,'  Hovj- 
ever,  the.  Export  Committee  of  the  liinistry  of  Economics  revievjs  the 
conditions  of  foreign  sales  at  the  tim.e  of  issuing  export  perraits  and 
if  the  price  is  not  in  accordance  with  th^-ir  standards  the  pcrm.it  may 
be  refused.    Their  price  standards  vary  according  to  country  of  destina- 
tion and  currency  in  which  the  sale  is  made.    Prices  for  poultry  "ITc-w 
York  dressed"  arc  expected  to  be  very  high,  about  65  cents  per  pound 
f .o,b,  Buenos  Aires,  during  the  coming  season. 

Turkeys 

The  number  of  turkeys  packed  during  the  1951  marketing  season  closing 
this  mionth  is  expected  to  total  about  350,000  birds,  about  the  same  as 
in  1950,    Turkey  receipts  in  Buenos  -dres  have  dropped  about  one  half  in 
January-June  of  1951  compared  to  last  year.     The  norm-al  average  "Fev; 
York  dressed"  weight  of  turkeys,   (terns  and  hens)  is  about  12.5  pounds  per 
birdc    Turkeys  move  to  market  from  June  through  August  and,  depending ■ on 
the  weather,  as  late  as  the  middle  of  September, 

-iTgentine  turkeys,  mostly  of  the  Mammoth  Bronze  breed,  are  hatched 
in  the  open  by  natural  incubation  and  forage  over  large  areas  for  feed. 
About  99  percent  of  the  turkeys  forage  for  their  food  until  3-4  weeks 
before  market  during  which  period  they  are  fed  corn  or  available  home 
grovm  grains. 
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Turkoys  arc  shippod  to  processing  plants  by  rail  in  double-decker 
slioop  cars- and  cattle  ears,  and  by  truck.    The  sheep  cars  carry  900  to 
1100  birds,  depending  on  the  percent  of  toms.    Shipments  to  the  Buenos 
Aires  market  are  made  in  coops,  single-decker  for  tons  and  double- 
decker  for  hens.    The  percent  noved  by  truck  is  increasing  tremendously. 

Export  propocts  for  turkey  are  bright.    Present  indications  are  that 
the  United  Kingdom  vjill  take  the  greater  part  of  the  turkey  crop  avail- 
able for  export  and  Brazil  is  already  buying  small  quantities.  Exports 
this  year  should  be  about  the  same  as  in  1950,  if  high  local  red  meat 
prices  do  not  encourage  a  larger  than  usual  domestic  consumption,        '  ' 
Exports  arc  generally  made  before  November  30,  promptly  after  packing, 
to  get  the  birds  to  European  markets  for  the  holidays t 

There  are  no  doxaostic  price  controls  for  turkeys.    Export  price 
controls  for  turkeys  are  the  same  as  for  poultry,  v/hich  set  no  specific 
requirements  but  are  subject  to  approval  by  the  Export  Comittoe  of  the 
Ministry  of  Economy*    The  prices  paid  for  turkeys  livoweight  delivered 
at  processing  plant  during  the  killing  season  v;as  30  cents  pGr  pound. 
Small  exports 'to  Brazil  have  boon  made  at  63  cents  per  pound,  "ITcw 
York  dressed'',  f,o.b,  Buenos  Aires,    Prices  for  turkey  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom;  have  not  been  sot,. 

The  present  exchange  rate  for  turkey  exports  is  also. 750  pesos  per 
100  U,  3»  dollars. 

Market  Situation  and  Outlook 

Eggs  are  temporarily  in  relatively  short  supply  in  the  major  con- 
suming centers,  though  August  is  the  beginning  of  the  flush  season. 
Demand  has  incroasod  because  of  shortages  and  high  prices  of  red  m.eats 
and  dairy  products,  and  large  purchases  of  eggs  at  country  points  for 
anticipated  export.    Larger  supplies  have  been  directed  into  Buenos 
.dres  in  the  last  fevj  days,  not  only  in  response  to  the  strong  demand 
for  current  consumption,  but  also  to  build  stocks  for  next  fall. 

Production  is  expected  to  be  ample  for  the  annual  domestic  require- 
ments, but  if  go\'-ern_mcnt  officials  require  as  large  stocks  as  in 
previous  year  before  granting  export  permits,  foreign  sales  of  eggs 
may  be  very  limited,    Frigorificos  generally  are  planning  a  m.ore  com- 
sorvative  egg  storage  program  after  last  year's  serious  losses. 

Poultry  has  been  marketed  freely  since  the  first  of  the  year  as 
prices  have  been  consistently  profitable.    Practically  all  poultry  vjill 
be  consumed  dom.estically  during  1951a    The  turkey  crop  in  1951  vjill  be 
about  as  large  as  last  year  but  prices  paid  to  farmers  by  packing  houses 
during  the  killing  season  are  much  higher.    Export  markets  have  good 
prospects  and  local  demand,  xvhich  heretofore  was  small,  may  bo 
increased* 
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In  1951  world  egg  production  failed  to  show  a  significant  increase 
for  the  first  time  since  1946,  according  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Relations.    Egg  production  and  chicken  nunhers  were  lower  or 
previous  uptrends  y;ere  halted  in  most  important  producing  countries  in 
1951  as  compared  with  a  year  earlier*    In  general,  the  cut-back  in  poultry 
production  for  meat  has  not  been  as  great  as  the  decline  in  egg  output* 

The  reversal  in  trend  of  egg  production  experienced  since  1945  is 
especially  marked  in  Western  Europe,    By  1951  production  of  eggs  and 
poultry  had  generally  reached  or  exceeded  prewar  levels  and  the  increased 
supply  of  eggs  and  poultry  together  vjith  higher  feed  costs  resulted  in 
less  favorable  returns  to  producers.    Notable  exceptions  to  the  slackening 
in  egg  and  poultry  output  occurred  in  "''e stern  Cjermany,  ^-.ustria,  Italy 
and  the  Philippines  v;here  the  postwar  build-up  came  slower  than  in  other 
countries,    '^hile  tlie  uptrend  in  chicken  numbers  halted  in  the  Netherlands, 
egg  production  continued  upward  because  of  a  higher  'rate  -of -lay  per  bird. 

The  most  significant  dovmv/ard  changes  in  egg  production  occurred  in 
those  countries  exporting  eggs.    Unsatisfactory  export  prices  of -eggs  in 
relation  to  feed  prices  and  other  costs  vjere  undoubtedly  a  major  factor 
in  reduced  output.    Chiefly  affected  xvere  B.elgium,  the  Scandinavian 
countries  and  Ireland.    Canadian  output,  which  had  been  cut  back  sharply 
in  1949  and  1950,  increased  by  9  percent  in  1951,    The  very  favorable 
market  price  for  poultry  meat  in  relation  to  eggs  encouraged  liquidation 
of  flocks  in  Ireland,  the  United  Kingdom,  Norv/ay,  and  possibly  other 
countries, 

'^'^^  outlook  for  1952  is  for  somewhat  higher  poultry  meat  production 
in  neai*ly  all  reporting  countries  than  in  1951,  som.ewhat  higher  spring 
egg  production  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  ■''Sh  increase  in  fall 
egg  production  in  the  United  Kingdom,    The  feed  situation  does  not 
appear  favorable  for  increased  egg  production  in  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
Argentina  and  iiustralia  and  the  price  situation  is  not  favorable  in 
Ireland,  the  Scandinavian  countries,  and  Australia,    "'^hile  poultry  meat 
production  is  expected  to  increase  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the 
number  of  chicks  raised  this  spring  for  laying  flock  replacements  is 
expected  to  decline. 


Egg  production  in  Canada  during  1951  totaled  364«6  nillion  dozen  (farm 
production  was  335.4  million  dozen)  v"hich  represents  a  9  percent  increase, 
over  the  1950  production  of  333o3  raillion  dozen.    The  total  Canadian  chick 
hatch  during  the  1950-51  season  ( September-.-iUgust )  was  up  34  percent  o\rer 
the  1949-50  season  and  r;as  estimated  to  be  84  million  birds.  Poultry 
meat  production  during  1951  is  estimated  at  306  million  pounds  as  compared 
to  295  j-illion  pounds  in  1S50, 

Total  BRf:,  and  poultry  exports  were  a^ain  drastically  reduced  with  only 
6.7  million  dozen  eggs  (shell  equivalent)  and  1.2  r-:illion  pounds  of  poultry 
meat  being  shipped  from  Canada  during  1951,    Egg  exports  tc  the  United 
States  in  1951  vjere  4,687,000  dozen  compared  to  4,709,988  dozen  in  1950. 
During  the  first  seven  weeks  of  1952,  egg  exports  to  the  United  States 
were  349,550  dozen  compared  to  1,984,140  dozen  for  the  sam.e  period  in  1951. 
However,  total  imports  of  fresh  poultry  from  the  United  States  to  Canada 
in  1951  iumped  to  5,6  million  pounds  as  compared  to  1,6  million  pounds 
in  1950,    Lnports  of  eggs  in  1951  were  3^330,000  dozen  compared  to 
897,000  in  1950, 

The  current  marketing  situation  for  eggs  and  poultry  remains  good 
despite  a  recent  drop  in  egg  prices  to  near  support  level  (38  cents  per 
dozen).    The  effects  of  the  expected  15  percent  increase  in  poultry  and 
egg  supplies  on  prices  will  be  somiewhat  offset  by  a  continued  strong 
domestic  demand  and  Western  Hemisphere  exports. 

In  the  United  States,  egg  production  in  1951  was  very  slightly  above 
the  previous  record  output  of  1950,    Egg  consumption  in  1951  vjas  estimated 
at  nearly  400  eggs  per  capita.    Eggs  sold  in  1951  at  prices  generally  con- 
sidered favorable.    The  number  of  chickens  raised  during  1951  for  laying 
flock  replacem.ent  was  about  5  percent  over  that  of  1950  and  the  number 
of  chickens  on  farms  was  2,4  percent  greater  on  January '1  in  1952  than  in 
1951.    The  number  of  broilers  produced  was  a  nsvj  record,  probably  25 
percent  above  1950,    Turkey  production  of  52,8  million  birds  in  1951 
V3QS  a  record  high  and  a  further  increase  is  expected  in  1932,  largely 
due  to  the  growing  popularity  of  the  Beltsville  Sm.all  ;''Jhite  breed  v;hieh 
is  suitable  for  year-round  production.    The  larger  number  of  chickens 
on  farms  and  the  anticipated  slight  increase  in  rate-of-lay  indicate 
a  new  record  high  egg  output  in  1952, 

In  Austria , poultry  numbers  and  egg  production  continued  to  increase. 
The  rate-of-lay,  although  improving,  remained  lev/  because  of  scarce  feed 
supplies  and  poor  quality  laying  flocks.    Imports  of  eggs  in  1951  amounted 
to  50  raillion  and  x;ere  almost  exclusively  from  Eastern  Europe, 

In  France ,  egg  production  was  at  the  same  level  as  in  1950  but  poultry 
meat  production  increased  2  percent.    Prices  for  poultry  and  eggs  were 
substantially  higher  in  1951  than  in  1950,    Net  exports  of  eggs  decreased 
from.  25  million  in  1950  to  10  million  in  1951.    Met  exports  of  poultry 
dropped  from  4,4  million  pounds  in  1950  to  1,9  million  pounds  in  1951, 
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In  Italy,  slovjly  rising  prices  for  poultry  and  ogg-s  together  vjith 
increased  supplies  of  poultry  feed  resulted  in  a  moderate  increase  in 
poultry  nurabers  and  egg  production,    liRports  of  egfrs  by  September  of 
1951  had  reached  24  million,  an  increase  of  38  percent  over  the  total 
egg  imports  of  1950,    Imports  of  live  poultry  was  much  higher  than  in 
1950,    A  continuation  in  the  rise  of  consumer  purchasing  pov;er  may  result 
in  an  increase  in  co.nsumption  of  eggs  and  poultry  in  1952,    ICuch  of  any 
such  increase  xvould  have  to  be  imported  but  gains  in  domestic  production 
arc  anti  3ipatedo- 

In  Western  (Germany,  total  poultry  numbers  were  up  5  percent  in  1951,  ■ 
laying  hens  increased  by  10  percent,  and  egg  production  vas  up  by  nearly 
20  percent  as  compared  to  1950,    Poultry  meat  production  for  1951  is  esti- 
mated at  110  million  pounds.    Imports  of  fresh  eggs  of  about  1,4  billion 
eggsj  mainly  from  the  ITcthcrlands  and  De^nmark  were  less  than  the  1,9 
billion  eggs  imported  in  1950,    Im^ports  of  poultry  meat  of  13  million 
pounds  v/ero  21  percent  lovjer  than  in  1950, 

In  the  Netherlands ,  egg  production  in  1951  was  17  percent  over  that 
of  1950  although  the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  inoroasod  less  than  1  per- 
cent.   The  increased  production  from  about  the' same  iiumbers  of  layers  is 
partially  explained  by  the  killing  of  older  and  less  productive  hens  for 
moat  and  their  replacement  vjith  pullets.    The  high  feed  prices  and  tighton- 
"ing  supplies  encouraged  the  trend  tovi/ard  higher  productivity  per  hen.  The 
effect  of  the  reduced  Goverrj-aent  subsidy  on  imported  feed  and  bran  has  been 
offsc't  by  the  removal  of  the  export  levy  on  eggs.    Exports  in  1951  amounted 
to  1,247  m.illion  efcgs  as  compared  to  1,059  million  in  1950  and  441  million 
in  1949.    In  1949  the  United  Kingdom,  took  nearly  60  percent  of  the  shell 
Ggg  exports,  in  1950  .less  than  2  percent,  and  in  1951  a  negligible  amount. 
Western  Germany  has  been  the  largest  taker  in  1950  and  1951  with  38  per- 
cent of  the  total  egg  exports.    In  1951  exports  of  eggs  to  Canada  and  the 
United  .States  amounted  to  15  million  and  32  million  respectively.  For 
1952,  the  egg  and  poultry  outlook  seems  stable  vjith  the  feed  shortage 
being  the  biggest  problem. 

In  gjjtjzer land ,  production  of  eggs  increased  slightly  despite  a  small 
decrease  in  numbers  of  layers  due  to  an  increase  in  the  rate-of-lay.  Con- 
sumption of  shell  eggs  increased  but  that  of  frozen  and  dry  eggs  declined. 
Imports  of  dressed  poultry  were  complicated  by  veterinary  controls  for 
Newcastle  disease,    Imiports  of  eggs  in  1951  of  about  205  million  wore 
slightly  above  those  of  1950.    Of  total  imports,  France,  Denmark,  and  the 
Netherlands  supplied  about  two-thirds  in  1951,    Imiports  from  the  United 
States,  vi/hich  accounted  for  5  percent  of  the  total  in  1950,  were  negligible 
in  1951,    Indications  are  that  production,  consumption  and  imports  of 
eggs  vjill  change  little  in  1952. 

In  Belgium..,  poultry  numbers  and  egg  production  declined  in  1951  duo 
partly  to  an  outbreak  of  poultry  plague  but  m.ainly  duo  to  the  low  prices 
vjhich  farms  roceivod  for  poultry  and  eggs  in  relation  to  feed  prices, 
Belgium  both  imports  and  expoi-ts  eggs;  in  1951,  net  exports  v/ore  25 
mdllion  eggs  as  compared  to  net  exports  of  92  million  in  1950, 
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In  E)onfi.ark  poultry  nimbcrs  and  erg  production  in  1951  vjas  about  11 
percent  bolovj  that  of  1950,    Th...  reduction  in  poultry  nunbcrs  \ias  due 
to  lovj  Qgg  prices  in  r^latio;i  to  high  grain  prices  and  the  very  good 
■-rices  for  poultry  neat.     For  the  first  nine  months  of  l'^51  as  conparod 
to  th-.  sane  period  of  1950  exports  of  eggs  decr-.as^d  20  percent,  frora 
1,144  riillior.  to  915  million.    Largo  ouantities  of  ergs  Tjere  placed  in 
storage  for  later  e::port.    SK:>orts  of  dr>..SG._d  poultry  during  th^  first 
nine  nonths  of  1951  increased  to  14  nillion  pounds  as  cor.parod  to  9 
nillion  for  the  sane  period  in  1950, 

In  Nori/vay ,  both  the  nunber  of  adult  birds  and  egg  production  vjore 
loss  in  1951  then  in  1950,     Despite  a  25  percent  higher  level  of  egg 
prices  in  1951  the  egr  feed  price  ratio  was  not  favorable  enou^'h  to 
encourage  increased  output  and  food  supplies  v.'ere  United,    It  is  the 
policy  of  the  Norv/egian  Governnent  to  encourage  egg  production  (by  allo- 
cation of  feed  supplies)  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  n..ut  donestic 
roquirenent.     Storage  facilities  are  insufficient  to  carry  the  suplus 
fron  the  tv^o  peak  production  periods,  iii  Decenber  and  January  and  again 
in  May  and  June,  until  the  fall  and  early  printer  p.:riod  of  short  supplies. 
Thus,  ITorvjay  exports  sn"ll  quantities  of  shell  eggs  each  year  during  the 
periods  of  peak  production,     Si;ico  postwar  exports  began  in  January  1950, 
they  have  gone  aLnost  ^rc  lusi-rely  to   .'est^rn  Go  many  v;hich  offers  an 
outlet  for  eggs  of  snail  size,  for  v.'hich  there  is  little  demand  in  Nor-.'ay, 
Exports  in  1951  anount^d  to  about  13  nillion  eggs  as  cenpar^^d  to  22' 
nillion  iii  1950,    It  is  expected  that  nunbers  of  adult  chickens  and, 
consequently,  egg  prpduction  v/ill  shovj  a  slight  increase  in  1952  due  to 
the  increased  nunber  of  young  chickens  raised  in  1951, 

In  370 den,  the  nux'^ibcr  of  ley^rs  and  egg  production  in  1951  wer^  both 
dcTjn  slightly  fron  1950  levels.    Production  of  poultry  neat,  ncstly  old 
hens  and  roosters,  vjas  e'stinatud  at  22  nillion  pounds  in  1^51,  'Exports 
of  eggs  in  1951  of  150  nillion  wero  dovjn  co;.siderably  fron  th.  215 
nillion  exported  in  1950,    J'.ost  of  these  eggs  v;er^  exported  to  "Testurn 
Gornany,    The  nunber  of  -chicks  raised  in  1951  was  slightly  above  that 
of  1950.     Despite  the  relatively  tight  supplies  of  fe^d,  it  is  >.,xpectcd 
that,  duo  to  slightly  larger  chicken  nunbers  and  an  anticipated  slie:ht 
in_ crease  in  th^.  rate-of-lay,  egg  productioni  in  1952  r)ill  be  sonovjhat 
abovo  that  of  1951. 

I^^Ig-'-d,  poultry  nu.nb^rs  and  egg  production  in  1951  were  doxjn  12 
and  20  perCv^nt  rc;spcctiTcly  fron  1950,    Unfavorable  .export  I'rice  arr-ngc- 
nente  for  eggs  dv^pross^d  the  poultry  i-^dustry  and  caused  "urtaiL-ient  of 
laying  heiis.    Egg  exports  in  1951  of  220  nillion  "/.vre  j'lst  over  half  Of 
the  402  nillion  exported  in  1950,    By  contrast  vjith  the  egg  situation, 
poultry  n^at  production  was  profitable  especially  for  turkeys  and  table 
cockerels.    It  was  estinated  that  poultry  experts  --'ould  total  about  25 
nillion  pounds  as  in  195C,    It  is  u?:pected  that  both  poultry  nunbers  and 
-gS  production  v/ill  continue  do^nnvjard  in  1952o 
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In  the  Un i t c d  Ki r.gd on ,  egg  production  during  1951  was  bolow  that  of 

1950  duo  to  the  5  porcont  lovjor  rato  of  output  during  the  first  half  of 
the  5'-oar,    Production  love  Is  x'Kro  up  2  porcont  during  the  last  half  of 
19'51  and  arc  expected  to  roinain  high  during  the  first  p^.rt  of  1952,  Per 
capita  consumption  of  254  eggs  in  1950  was  above  that  of  228  eggs  in 
prcTvar  y^ars,  but  totr.l  supplies  of  eggs  in  1951-52  are  expected  to  be 
sonevjhat  below  those  of  the  previous  year.    Imports  of  eggs  are  expected 
to  be  reduced  in  the  coming  ye-^r.    However,  with  weekly  ration  of  one  or 
tw'o  eggs  during  much  of  the  year,  it  vrould  appear  that  imports  might 

be  increas^^d  if  an  adequate  storage  prograra  could  be  arranged  so  as  to 
'take  advantage  of  obtaining  seasonal  surplusv:,s  of   ;ggs  from  soft  currency 
Gountri..  s,  ■ 

In  Greece ,  egg  production  was  down  4  percnt  although  chicken  numbers 
vijere  up  16  percent,  as  compared  to  1950.    The  decrease  in  egg  production 
iwas  du^  to  the  fact  that  Newcastle  disease  sharply  reduced  the  nur.ber 
of  old^r  laying  hens  and  their  rate-of-lay  and  new  flocks  had  not  come 
into  full  production.    The  outlook  for  increased  production  in  1952  is 
not  favorable  since  feed  supplies  are  not  improving. 

In  Turkey,  chicken  numbers  in  1951  were  about  at  tho  1950  level  but 
egg  production  was  up  slightly.    Throughout  most  of  the  country,  poultry 
keeping  is  a  far.iily  backyard  business  with  flocks  of  one  to  two  dozen 
fowls  of  mixod  bre.;ding  which  depend  largely  upon  their  ov^n  efforts  to 
scratch  out  a  living  from  waste  grain  and  refuse,    Tho  average  production 
per  layer  is  cstinatod  at  about  four  dozen  eggs  per  year,  except  around 
the  Black  Sea  and  l^Tamara  area  where  egg  production  is  one  TiOrc  of  a  com- 
mercial basis  and  more  attention  is  given  to  poultry  Care  and  management. 
Turkeys  estim.ated  to- number  1,2  rLillion  birds  in  1950,  are  generally 
horded  in  flocks  ov^r  the  fields  for  feeding  on  viast^  groin,  v^eed  seeds, 
grass  and  insects.    They  are  driven,  often  12  mil^s  or  mere,  to  miark^t 
centers  at  Christmas  and  ITexv  Year's  and  sold  alix'-e  from  door  to  door  and 
to  butcher  shops. 

In  Fr-.,nch  llorocco,  indications  are  that  poultry  numbers  have  increased 
fairly  steadily  sinc^  1947,  when  local  epidemics  of  Newcastle  disease 
decreased  in  severity  after  Sk^veral  bad  years.    Total  egg  production  in 

1951  is  estimated  at  about  500  million  eggs  or  slightly  above  that  of 
1950.    .ibout  50  percent  of  total  egg  production  is  conm.ercialized , 
Experts  which  have  ranged  from  70  to  100  million  eggs  during  postwar 
years  vjer^  down  about  20  percent  in  1951  from  1950,    Not  riuch  change  in 
the  poultry  and  egg  situation  in  1952  is  expv.;cted  since  NeT'castle  disease 
rcrnains  prevalent  and  feed  costs  are  increasing  along  v.?ith  increases  in 
tho  prices  of  poultry  and  eggs. 

In  the  Philippine  Republic,  the  poultry  industry  continued  to  make 
substantial  progress  vvith  numbers  of  all  poultry  estimated  at  32.9  million 
]{of  vjhich  chickens  account  for  32,0  million)  or  25  percent  above  prewar* 
The  chicken,  duck  and  geese  flocks  have  already  exceeded  1939  numbers 
and  only-  turkey  flocks  are  below  prevrar,    "fith  egg  imports  being  progress- 
ively reduced  by  import  controls,  corM.iereial  poultry  f-P'.rming  has  grown  by 
leaps  and  bounds  -T^.nd  egg  production  in  1951  vjas  40  percent  above  prewar 
levels.    Both  eggs  and  poultry  meat  are  expected  to  continue  in  good 
supply  in  1952* 
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In  i\rgcntina,  ogg  production  in  1951  vms  about  4  pcreont  hi£;hcr  than  in 
1950  since  tho  increased  nunber  of  laying  hens  nore  than  offset  the  rc- 
duetion  in  rate-of-lay  ivhich  resulted  fron  short  frrain  supplies  and 
poor  foraring,    Thwro  is  the  possibility  of  an  egg  shortage  during  tho 
first  half  of  1952  since  stocks  are  down  about  40  percent  under  last 
year  and  the  out-of-stcragc  movements  are  heaviest  during  F>-;brunry-July, 
Exports  of  eggs  during  1951  totaled  nearly  3  nillion,  "about  50  p.^rcent 
above  those  of  1950,    Exports  in  the  first  part  of  1952  hn.ire  been  c 
negligible  and  no  sizable  shipments  are  expected  before  Septerp.ber, 
Exports  of  frozen  poultry  were  about  1.4  nillion  pounds  in  1951  and 
are  expected  to  increase  in  1952.    Turkey  receipts  at  the  Buenos  .-.ires 
market  vjere  doivn  nearly  20  percent  in  1951  from  the  3,5  million  pounds 
of  1950  but  the  cold-storage  pack  of  2  million  pounds  was  about  the  same 
as  in  1950.    Exports  of  turkey  in  both  1950  and  1951  amounted  to  2,5 
million  pounds  and  are  expected  to  remain  at  this  le^^el  during  1952» 

In  the  Union  of  South  ^^.frica,  production  of  eggs  and  poultry  in  1951 
was  at  higher  l^i-^.ls  than  in  the  previous  season.  ■  Prices  increased  in 
relation  to  thvj  increase  in  the  controlled  price  of  corn.     Supplies  of 
feed  xvere  adequate.    The  general  meat  shortage  continued  to  offer  encourage- 
ment to  tho  poultry  industry,    Turkey  production  had  a  favorable  year  in  1951 
after  r^cov^ring  from  a  serious  financial  set-back  in  1950,  Poultry 
flocks  V'jere  free  of  significant  diseases.     Government  control  measures 
during  the  Fcwcastle  epidemic  in  1950  vjere  quite  effective  and  only 
isolated  cases  appeared  in  1951.    Tho  export  market,  aided  by  improved 
quality  of  eggs,  took  n^jarly  twice  as  many  shell  eggs  in  1951  as  in 
1950  when  exports  were  estimated  about  25  million  eggs.    The  demand  for 
poultry  and  eggs  in  1952  appears  strong  but  production  m.ay  be  hindered  duo 
to  short  supplies  of  feed  since  the  current  crop  of  corn  is  suffering  from 
extended  drought. 

In  Australia ,  the  production  of  eggs  continue  to  decline  since  prices 
on  both  domustic  and  foreign  m.arkets  have  not  kept  pace  with  increasing 
costs  of  production.    Feed  stuffs  are  not  only  relatively  high  in  price 
but  also  increasingly  difficult  to  secure,    T]iis  situation  v;ill  probably 
be  intensified  this  y^ar  because  the  1951-52  wheat,  corn  and  sorghum 
crops  are  below  last  year's  levels,-     .Teiothor  factor  contributing  to 
lowered  ogg  production  has  been  the  S';.;ing  in  recent  y^ars  to  poultry 
r.eat  production  because  of  more  advantageous  prices.    Exports  of  eggs 
during  the  1950-51  season  amounted  to  350  million  as  compared  to  444million. 
during  1949-50, 

In  Eew  Zealand,  poultry  numbers  are  estimated  at  4,6  rdllion  of  vjhich 
90  to  95  percent  ar^  laying  birds.    Receipts  of  eggs  at  H.arketing  Depart- 
r.ent  stations  have  i.icreas^d  stc:^.dily  during  postvjar  years  and  arc  esti- 
m.atod  to  account  for  30  to  40  percent  of  total  egg  production.  New 
Zealand  is  a  deficit  egg  producing  country  and  imports  ?0  to  30  million 
eggs  annually  from  Australia,-  •  ■  ' 


Tbis  is  one  of  a  sox'ies  of  rerularly  scheduled  reports  of  world  agricul- 
tural production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
ComjAittee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  St.atistics,    It  is  based  in  part 
upon  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN    AGRICULTURAL  RE 
UNITED  STATES   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRIQ 
WASHINGTON,  DiC. 


EPE-3-52 


September  22 , 


INDICATED  1952  WORLD  EGG  HiODUGTIQ^T 


The  production  of  eggs  in  1952  in  a  group  of  countries  for  which 
estimates  are  available  is  indicated  at  approxLiiately  3  percent  greater 
than  that  of  a  year  earlier  but  55  percent  greater  than  the  prewar, 
1934-38  average,  1/    Most  of  the  increase,  compared  with  1951  and  prexvar, 
is  accounted  for  by  increases  in  Canada  and  in  the  United  States  but 
significant  increases  also  ai'e  indicated  in  Western  Germany  and  Sweden. 
In  other  reporting  European  countries  1952  production  is  expected  to  be 
about  the  same  or  slightly  smaller  than  in  1951»    Increases  over  prev;ar 
are  indicated  in  all  reporting  European  countries  excepting  Ireland, 

The  indicated  increase  in  egg  production  in  the  major  countries 
reporting  an  increase,  is  mainly  the  result  of  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  hens  and  pulletsj  although  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  rate  of 
lay  in  a  number  of  reporting  countries.    In  countries  where  feedis  rela- 
tively plentiful  except  for  the  United  States,  higher  egg  prices,  reflect- 
ing in  large  part  an  increase  in  demand,  have • stimulated  egg  production. 
In  m.ost  European  and  South  American  countries,  hovvever,  the  short  supply 
and  relatively  high  price  of  feed  has  retarded  any  further  increase  or 
caused  some  decline  in  egg  production.    In  many  feed-importing  countries 
Government  policy  has  been  directed  tov/ard  stabilizing  flocks  at  a  level 
that  can  be  supported  mainly  with  locally  grown  feedSo 


Egg  production  in  North  American  countries  in  1952  is  expected  to  be 
greater  than  that  of  a  year  earlier  mainly  as  a  result  of  increases  in 
the  United  States  and  Canadian  production,    A  combined  increase  over  pre- 
war of  over  70  percent  is  indicated  for  these  2  countrieso  Sharply 
increased  numbers  of  pullets  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  1952  was  an 
important  factor  in  both  countries,    Conmercial  egg  production  is  believed 
to  be  increasing  in  Wfexico  and  in  Cuba  under  encouragement  from  the 
Cuban  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

1/  United  States,  Canada,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Western  Germany,  Ireland, 
Sweden,  Switzerland  and  the  United  Kingdom,  The  comparison  with  1951 
includes  estimates  for  Argentina,  Brazil  and  Chile,  for  which  no  pre- 
war data  are  available o 


Sgg  production  in  reportinr  countries  of  Iluro^e  is  expected  to  show 
a  slight  increase  in  195?,  over  that  of  a  year  earlier  minly  as  a  result 
of  increased  production  in  V/estern  Germany,    A  moderate  increase  also  is 
indicated  for  aveden.    Production  is  expected  to  be  about  tJ.e  same,  or 
slightly  sfaaller,  than  that  of  a  year  earlier  in  ">el:iujn,  Denmark, 
Ireland  and  avitzerland.    Decreased  production  in  the  United  Kingdoin  is 
expected  to  represent  the  greatest  decline  in  any  European  country  for 
vjhich  data  are  available. 

Egg  production  iu  South  Aiierica  is  expected  to  be  ;:;reater  than  that 
of  a  year  earlier  as  a  result  of  increases  in  ilrgentina,  Brazil  and  Chile, 
the  3  principal  egg  i^roducing  countries.    Higher  egg  prices  than  a  year 
earlier  has  been  an  important  factor  in  this  increase,  and  improved  pro- 
duction and  marketing  practices  in 'i3razil  and  Chile  are  also  stimulating 
some  increase.    The  scarcity  and  high  prices  for  feed  .grains  is  serving 
to  retard  the  rate  of  increase  in  most  Ie.tin  ^'unerican  countries,  however, 
A  decline  is  indicated  in  Uruguay  as  a  result  of  some  liquidation  in 
flocks,  the  result  of  hirh  prices  for  both  meat  arxl  corn. 

In  Asia,  estimates  of  1952  prodnctlon  are  available  only  for  Israel 
and  Pakistan.    Some  decline  is  anticipated  in  Israel's  production  as 'a 
result  of  feed  shortage  and  a  reduction  in  laying  hens,  vchile  som.e 
increase  is  expected  in  the  latter  country  as  a  result  of  some  further 
development  of  the  poultry  industry  in  East  Bengal,  this  country* s  most 
important  producing  area. 

United  States  farm' production  of  eggs  in  195S  is  expected  to  be 
moderately  greater  than  tliat  of  a  year  earlier  as  the  combined  result  of 
a  slight  increase  in  the  average  number  of  layers  and  in  the  average  rate 
of  lay.    The  3.S  percent  increase  in  production  during  the  first  8  months 
is  expected  to  be  fairly  indicative  of  the  increase  for  the  year  as  a 
v/hole.    Although  1952  production  is  expected  to  be  the  greatest  on 
record,  the  sharply  reduced  num.ber  of  chicks  and  young  pullets  on  Septem- 
ber 1  implies  some  decrease  in  egg  production  at  leSSt  in  the  first  half 
of  1953,  „  ' 

In  Canada,  1352  egg  production  on  farms  is  expected  to  exceed  the  1951 
total  by  12  to  15  percent.    Production  in  the  first  6  months  ivas  about  18 
percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  as  a  result  of  the  unusually  large 
hatch  in  1951  and  is  expected  to  continue  greater  during  the  last  half  of 
1952.    Although  the  total  number  of  chicks  .hatched  in  1952  was  6  percent 
less  than  a  year  earlier,  the  proportion  of  early-hatched  pullets  was 
greater.    Egg  prices  have  been  considerably  lov;er  than  a  year  earlier  and 
both  domestic  consumption  and  exports  have  been  some\'hat  greater.  The 
United  States  continues  to  be  the  principal  export  market. 

In  Austria  the  rate  of  increase  in  egg  j-roduction  is  expected  to  be 
retarded  by  the  continued  shortage  and  high  price  of  feed  grains  and  protein 
concentrates,  although  a  gradual  recovery  to  pre.var  levels  is  anticipated 
mainly  as  a  result  of  a  program  to  replace  inferior  layers  with  imported 
laying  breeds. 
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In  Bol{^:lum  the  hirh  cost  of  po'.;ltry  feed,  rauch  of  -.vhich  is  iiajjorted, 
has  tended  to  offset  advances  in  egg  prices,  and  little  or  no  increase  in 
egg  production  in  1952  over  the  1951  rate  is  indicated. 

In  DenjTiark  a  slight  decline  in  1952  egg  production  is  expected  as  a 
result  of  a  decrease  in  the  average  number  of  laying  hens  on  farr.is  during 
the  year.    The  ne-.v  United  ICingdoia- Denmark  egg  contract,  announced  .lU-'Ust  8, 
extended  the  prices  and  other  terns  of  the  trade  a-^reeaent  for  anotlier 
year  (September  30,  1953 )•    It  has  been  considered  satisfactory  to  Denmark 
poultry  producers  since  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  supply  of  feed 
grains  and  some  reduction  in  cost  compared  v/ith  1951,    The  reported  increase 
in  the  number  of  young  birds  suggests  some  recovery  in  egg  production  in 
'  1953.  '  '  , 

.In  indicated  increase  of  6  percent  in  1952  production  over  that  in 
1951  in  Vf e st ern_  Crormany  accounts  for  most  of  the  reported  increase  in 
VJestern  Europe,    This  increase  has  been  due  mainly  to  the  larger  nui.iber  of 
mature  hens.    Higher  egg  prices,  largely  the  result  of  an  increase  in  the 
import  duty  and  in  the  general  level  of  egg  prices  in  V/estern  Europe  have 
been  important  in  inducing  this  increase,    Western  Germajiy  continues  to 
import  a  significant  though  decreasing  part  of  its  egg  supply,  vjith  the 
bulk  coming  from  the  Ilstherlands,  Denmark  and  Sveden, 

I^cla^^^d  egg  production  increased  over  a  year  earlier  in  the  first 
"•quarter  of  1952  as  a  result  of  favorable  rjeather  and  adequate  feedstuff s, 
in  spite  of  a  decline  in  the  number  of  layers.    For  the  year  as  a  whole, 
however,  egg  production  is  expected  to  decrease  slightly.    The  Government 
is  encouraging  increased  production  of  poultry  meat  to  take  advantage  of 
domestic  and  British  markets. 

In  the  ITet  her  lands  a  sharp  drop  in  layer  numbers  in  early  1952,  due 
to  extensive  culling,  resulted  in  a  slight  decrease  in  egg  production 
during  the  first  6  mouths  of  1952,    Although  there  recently  has  been  an 
increase  -'of  egg  prices  to  levels  above  last  year  and  some  ixiprovemont  in 
the  outlook  for  exports,  the  total  production  of  eggs  in  1952  probably  ivill 
be  slightly  less  than  a  year  earlier, 

'  '^^  ii:>iA/eden,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  young  layers  and  in  the  re- 
ported rate  of  lay  per  bird,  stiraulated  by  good  prices  and  an  expanding 
domestic  iriarket,  is  expected  to  result  in  a  nei.v  record  in  egg  rjroduction  in 
1952, 

III.  ^7itzerland,  1952  egg  production  is  expected  to  decline  slightly, 
compared  v/ith  that  in  1951  as  a  result  of  a  reported  decline  in  layer  nuiubers. 
Production  per  hen  is  about  the  saine  as  that  of  a  year  earlier,  /hile 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  current  cumber  of  young  replacements,  only  a 
gradual  increase  in  egg  production  is  expected  in  the  next  few  years.  The 
number  of  layers  apparently  has  stabilized  at  around  194-9  levels,  while  the 
average  yield  per  hen,  associated  vjitb  some  shift  to  commercial  flocks,  is 
gradually  increasing.    The  relatively  high  cost  of  importod  feed  and  low 
cost  of  importod  eggs  has  served  to  discourage  ex,pansion  in  domestic  pro-p 
duotion. 


In  the  United  Kingdom,  1952  production  is  expected  to  decline  below 
that  of  a  year  earlier  principally  as  a  result  of  a  decrease  in  the  .lurnber 
of  layers.    Althouf^h  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  rate  of  lay 
since  the  war,  this  rate  reportedly  has  not  yet  rocovered  to  prewar  levels. 
This  has  been  the  result  of  continued  scarcity  of  imported  feedstuffs, 
relatively  more  favorable  hoc  prices  and,  to  some  extent,  the  {-overnnient ' s 
recent  policy  of  setting  relatively  lovi  springtime  e^f-  pricrjs  to  encourage 
a  more  uniforjn  seasonal  rate  of  production. 

In  Argentina,  1952  egg  production  is  expected  to  be  moderately  f^eater 
than  that  of  a  year  earlier.    Prices  have  been  above  those  of  1951  for 
several  months  ar.d  an  increase  in  the  nmuber  of  hens  has  more  than  offset 
a  slight  decline  in  the  rate  of  lay.    i'J.though  chicken  numbers  are  expec- 
ted to  remain  about  unchanged  durinf^  the  balance  of  the  calendar  year 
and  the  first  half  of  1953,  the  anticipated  larger  rrain  crop  will  tend 
to  increase  the  yield  per  hen# 

In  Brazil,  the  production  of  poultry  and  eggs  has  been  increasing 
steadily  in  recent  years,  with  a  shortage  of  r:rain  and  mailing  by-products 
the  inain  limitation.    Production  in  1952  is  estimated  at  approximately  3 
percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  xmainly  as  a  result  of  an  increase  in 
layer  numbers.    Prices  have  been  good  and  increasing  attention  is  being 
given  to  improved  breeds  and  egg  quality.    A  recent  Governm.ent  action  re- 
moved the  requirement  of  prior  import  licenses  on  hatching  eggs  and  chicks. 
Imports  have  been  retarded,  however,  by  the  shortare  of  dollar  exchange,' 
V/hile  import  charges  on  hatehin^^'  eg^s  amount  to  only  a  few  cents  a  dozen, 
the  relatively  hj gh  charge  on  chicks,  amounting  to  US  60-80  cents  each, 
has  retarded  ir.rports  of  this  item.. 

In  Chile,  egg  production  in  1952  is  expected  to  be  at  least  5  percent 
greater  than  in  1951,  principally  as  a  result  of  an  increase  in  the  rate 
of  lay.    Feed  grains  have  been  fairly  plentiful,  but  there  has  been  a 
scarcity  of  fish  meal.    Although  there  has  been  some  consumers'  resistance 
to  increasing  egg  prices,  the  industry  is  hoping  to  increase  domestic 
consumption  by  stabilizing  seasonal  egg  production  thj:"ough  extending  the 
hatching  season. 

In  Australia  preliminary  data  for  the  vear  ending  June  30,  1952 
indicate  a  reduction  of  about  6  percent  as  a  result  of  the  high  price 
of  feeds,  largely  explained  by  the  recent  drought-curtailed  grain  crop. 
No  1952  indications  of  egg  production  are  available  for  TTew  Zealand  nor 
for  the  countries  of  Africa, 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  of  world  agricult. ral 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon 
U.  S".  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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